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Editor’s Preface
The Religious Studies Center and the Students of the Ancient Near East are
proud to present this issue of Studia Antiqua. Readers will notice a rather substantial change in the print style and quality of this semester’s issue. We have
been fortunate enough to add Classics and Humanities to our growing list of
contributors, which has granted us a much wider range of printing options. We
feel the new look is an attractive blend of a classical feel and a contemporary
composition. This issue is the largest issue we’ve published in quite some time,
and as a result, our papers will be divided into their cultural emphases. Our
first section will treat research on ancient Egypt. Some of the papers from
that section were submitted by students of Cynthia Finlayson’s graduate
student seminar on Egyptian art. Unfortunately, due to space restrictions, the
number of images were limited. Other sections include Judaism and Christianity,
Mesopotamia and Canaan, and Classical Studies.
On Friday, December 7, 2007, the Students of the Ancient Near East (SANE),
in cooperation with the Ancient Near Eastern Studies program and the Neal
A. Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship, held the SANE Symposium on
Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphical Literature. Dr. Stephen Ricks, Dr. Daniel
Peterson, Dr. Gaye Strathearn, and eight students presented papers. The symposium was a great success and preparations are under way for the 2008 SANE
Symposium on Temples and Ritual in Antiquity. Again, a number of professors
will join students from various majors to make this presentation possible. A full
schedule of presentations will be available on the Students of the Ancient Near
East website as soon as the presenters are finalized. This year the symposium will
take place on Friday, October 10. There will be several sessions focusing on the
temples and ritual of different cultures, like ancient Egypt, the Classical World,
Syria/Palestine, and Early Christian liturgy. The Religious Studies Center has
graciously offered to consider a selection of papers from the symposium for
publication. Everyone is invited to attend.
To encourage a wider variety of paper topics and perspectives and to
provide a forum for students who do not normally have access to a publishing
venue, Studia Antiqua will now accept submissions from students from other
universities. We will give priority to submissions from BYU students, but we
invite students everywhere to take advantage of this opportunity to participate
in the publication process and see their work in print. Invitations to submit will go out through various channels to universities all over the country
throughout this year. Anyone with questions should feel free to contact me at
our new e-mail address, studia_antiqua@byu.edu.
Also new to our publication is a section for book reviews. In this issue the
books have been chosen by the students, but for subsequent issues we will provide
a list of books we would like to have reviewed. Those books will be listed in a new
Book Notices section, and we invite any who are interested to send us their
reviews prior to the submission deadline for the next issue. Students will only
have two months between the publication of the fall and winter issues, so we
will provide our book list for both semesters in this winter issue. You will find
the section at the end of the issue.

For those students unfamiliar with the book review process, a short tutorial
may be helpful. Book reviews are rarely longer than one or two pages. They are
meant to provide scholars with advanced information about publications they
may want to read as part of their research. A book review should answer several
basic questions, which include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. What is the author’s purpose?
2. To whom is the author addressing the work?
3. Why does the author present the research in the way he or she does?
4. For what principles does the author stand?
5. How does the work compare to other texts?
6. How well does the author meet the stated objective?
7. What is the reviewer’s opinion of the publication?
A well-crafted book review will include a brief summary of the book followed
by critical evaluation. In the evaluation it is important to analyze the book in light
of the author’s stated objectives. An author that is attempting to show that
2 Maccabees 7 presents the Maccabean martyrs as saviors of the Jewish people
should not be criticized for ignoring the arguments related to the presence of creatio
ex nihilo in 2 Maccabees 7:28. A good reviewer will be cognizant of what discussions are and are not germane to the author’s thesis. The review should focus
primarily on how well the author supported that thesis. Nancy Vyhmeister’s
Quality Research Papers for Students of Religion and Theology (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Zondervan, 2001) has a great introduction to book reviews starting on
page 154, should anyone want to learn more.
Finally, as editor in chief of Studia Antiqua I am frequently asked whether or
not our journal accepts submissions related to ancient cultures outside the Near
East. The answer is always an emphatic yes. We have crafted our journal to be a
forum for research related to all ancient cultures, from Siberia to Mesoamerica.
Most of our submissions come from Ancient Near Eastern Studies or Classics
majors, as they are the majors most closely related to ancient studies here at BYU,
but we always encourage submissions dealing with other cultures. If you have some
research you have been doing on an ancient culture and you would like to see it in
print, please do not hesitate to submit it.
Finally, this issue would not have been possible without the help of Devan
Jensen, Dr. Richard Neitzel Holzapfel, and the Religious Studies Center’s student
editors, who have again managed to help turn this publication into something
presentable. Their contribution has been invaluable. With that, we hope you enjoy
this issue of Studia Antiqua.
Daniel O. McClellan
Editor in Chief, Studia Antiqua

